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Socialist Medical Care 


Gary Allciv a of Sf^^nford Uni- 

and one of ihe nadim*st top 
auffiantks on cmi lunnoif and the New 
feft, is anrkoF of Ccmt^iwhx R^volutloi] 
In Tile Sueets - a highly pniiseti and 
de/mifive vofume on rewhilionary tacrics 
and ^tirattgies, pnhKshed by 
fsfands Mr. AUen, a former imlruetar of 
hofh hixiory and f^ngitsf}, fj acth^e fn 
and-Commntmt and other humaiL'irtan 
causes. Now a Jitm writer, author, and 
journalLif, he is a Contribnfmg Editor 
ro Am EH (CAN OriN ION. Gary Aden is 
also nafinnady celebrated as a lecmreK 


Uni; cannot venture Tioiti 0 [se"!i bed 
these d^iys without faclne bumped by n 
trial balloon pleading the neee!^Lty of 
compuj^ory National Health Inauranue, 
the current balloonist euphemism lor 
socialized medicine. Such trial ballnrmiL 
pop out of your television set, float up 
from your morning newspaper, or burst 
lull-blown rrom between the pajj^es ufthe 
slick mag;iirincs. They contain hot air and 
an emetie called pfditiirtiK pronmsanis. 
And they could definitely prove daii- 
gerous Lc] your health. 

One of the first trial ballomis t{} come 
wafting along Ln ibis rejuvenated old 
Cbunpuign was launched by Nelson Rocke¬ 
feller from the National Covenior's Com 
feretice in September of 1969. PerJoiHdect 
by Rockcteller, the governors formally 
passed a resolutiun supporting com¬ 
pulsory National Health Insurance. From 
tliere, the clowns of I he Establishment 
Press grabbed the ropesn threw out the 
sandbags, and began honking ond howling 
that ^^Aaiieiica has low quality mEdieine/' 
and “doctors are r«$ponslble for rising 
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eosts/' ikixd ‘^Aiiicriua rankii 13th in infant 
mortality/' and that "'we bsKve a national 
he^ilth care crisis/^ 

In the spring of last year ihe Columbia 
Broadcasting System telecast a produc¬ 
tion liticd ""Don't Gel Sick In America"' 
which should have won Ihe Joseph Paul 
Goebbels Award for 1970. Tire man 
wielding the meat axe tor C-B,S. wa^ 
Daniel Schorr. After gouging America's 
doctors In one of the bloodieiit perform 
manees on record, Schorr actually dfi' 
elureJ tliat ''othei Wciitern natioii:^ have 
long since solved \their] problem with 
national health .'systems." Given The 
failure of Anieriean medical cure, dead- 
panned Daniel Schorr, ""it may be that 
I lie tng^niizatiim sjf medicine is (oo im¬ 
portant to leave to doctoia."’ He Eiiain- 
lained that the same bureaucrats and poli- 
lieians who have given us. galloping infla^ 
lion, federalized education, no win wars, 
and subsidized indolence will now lead US 
to the pro mi lied land of guaraiiieed health. 

Besides the expected salvos in the 
Estahlishmcni^a slick,'i, broadsides have 
emanated from such uncxpeeted batteries 
as Better Nonm And Gardens^ Poptdar 
Mechanics, and othei unlikely lioureeii. A 
major campaign to nationalize American 
medicinc has begun^ and the Insiders who 
call the shots for the Esiablishmem have 
ordered up even the popguns. Typical of 
the bombardment is this blast from Sylvia 
Porter j the naliuiially syndecated “Lih- 
erar* economist. In a newspaper cclunm 
fdiE called “Socialized Medicine Forecast 
As Costs Soar'"’ 

Iffdispuiahly and irreverxihiy on 

the wt^v in ihe U.S. k a national 
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healih Umirarwe system which 
wili prelude ^l] nf lift — rich or pooK 
oidoryoungr while or black - with 
comprehefmve or riear-compreheft- 
sivc coverage of onrheaifh cosis. In 
one form or another, "socialized 
medichit' will get the highest prior¬ 
ity m the next, 92nd, Congress. 

J’he Los Angeies Times for Dec;cjTihtT 
S, 1970, put the point in the mie vdn, 
wriggled the iieetlk% and drew htnod: 

Hefare the next president eiec- 
tion^ Ctmyress prtfhahly witi tnaat 
some kind of nutiomi hcaith insur 
ance for most Ammcens, ftnmced 
by an increase in Streiai Security 
taxes. Ihai was the significance of 
//if tf-2 vote Monday by which the 
Senate Finance Contmiifee ap¬ 
proved a pian that wotifd insure ai- 
most all AmericanK under 6S again si 
catastrophic medical costs. 

The iegislaFm wtH not get 
through this Congress. Bnt it is a 
preview of things to come hi the 
new Congress that wiil convene in 
Jamtary. 

Vie plan is simiiar in concept to 
one which Nixon Administration 
officials have teen drafting for pos¬ 
sible hichision in a special massage 
on health that the President plans 
to send to Congress earty next year. 

When the roll was cailed, how^ 
ever, trommittee conservatives and 
liberals went on record in support 
of the le0slation. Democrats 
Voted for it S to I and Repub¬ 
licans J to /, 

Already five ^ pa rale plaiu for souial- 
i’red medicine have been suggested. 'ITte 
most ^itaggeriiig Senator Edward M. Ken¬ 
nedy's proposal For complete woinb-to- 
tomb ""ffee‘" medicat care, which carries 
an es til Elated aoal of scores of hiitions a 
year. It Is already obvious that a major is¬ 
sue Ejf the 1972 presidential campaign wi|] 
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be Teddy Kennedy's “extravagant"'social¬ 
ized medicine vs. Richard Nskoii's “hu¬ 
mane, but pm dent'' socialized iiicdLcine. 
Of course the word soetalism will no( 
a-cEually be used by either camp. [L offends 
the inteingent. But the Kennedy proposal 
will pF«)vide the Nixon AdmiillsEration 
wjtli the excuse it needs to pui forth its 
own “economy” pre^grarn for nwdical 
Mars ism. Tliu spade work for the plot has 
already becti done in the White House 
Report On Health Care Needs, relea^^ed 
July to, 1949. I treads in part: 

This nation is fatred with a break¬ 
down in the delivery of health care 
unless immedkiFe concerned action 
is taken by Cnvemnient .... 

Our uverULXed health resources 
are being waste fully utilised. 

Our fiif fii/iVtf systems all lead to 
overuse of high-cost, acute-care 
facihttes. 

Our task now as a nation is to 
acknowledge the extreme urgency 
of the situation, l<f fake certain 
steps .... 

7'0£> often the government has 
operated independently ^ and even 
blindiy .. *. Medicaid was launched 
wiihout adequate preparation .... 
This admhmmtion (s committed m 
rorreciing these pasi fadares of 
govertmicnt and to ... be^n the 
process of rpJvi/iffiVjnflj^' change in 
medkai care systems. 

So the seeds were planted. The Gtris- 
tian Science Monitor, a national spokes¬ 
man for lhc Eaiilern “Libcrai*^ Eslablish- 
ment second only to the New york 
nmes, announced die beginning of rhe 
harvesl uu Novcinbcr 23, 1970: 

77fe White House is putting to- 
gethtr a tnassive national health 
insurance program that may wil 
cast taxpayers j>i the neighborhood 
of S5 billion to S8 bilfion a year, 
Aifhough the plan is still in the 
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formufiifiye sfuffe. titers fs every 
cviJt^nce /if/Uf that it wili be raidy 
for preaeniaiiofi fv Cotjgre^is in (he 
!P7i stssiiffi. 'df dEfiiiiidy niH be 
the prinefp^tf pm of our domestic 
prfjgrefn uexi veere Whiie Hfmse 
source iiisdosi^s. 

Aithoiigh ffo final deeision has 
been made nn innv ihe plan will 
^eork, some wdhin the admlnistra- 
fioff are ieanm^ toward a method 
by which (He goH-rimitni^s puy- 

ninKs for healfh care ^Vf7iiid bif on a 
xrudna(i'd basis - payiny aif or 
almost afi of rhe bifl feyr pimr 
pcffple and paying a dimimshing 
percentage of ihe bid as pcopk 
move inro higher income brackets. 
The phn mmld he on a vtfhintarr 
basis. Bid it woidd be expeeted 
aimosf everybody would find it 
ckeaper than private kvcillh insnr- 
ance and. (has. finaneiaily in their 
he.Kt interest to participate. 

ItVri' this Rcpitbhcan administra¬ 
tion move in this direciion? 'I here 
arc afready propo.’wh along (his line 
in Congress. Sen. Edward M. Ken¬ 
nedy's plan, which has received rhe 
most altentiun, mmld ajst the pnb- 
hc. retarding to Sf>mc estimates^ 
fr<ym S5t) hittion to $?f) hitlion a 
yeaK 

Whai ihe Hfljifir House piannen 
have concluded is thai, with ihe 
simring co.u of Mediatre, there is 
now no uiternuiive aruiiabte to 
some variety of nemnal Itealrh 
insurance. 

Was this iargely a polilkal move 
on the part of the adminfsiraiion - a 
response, for example, lo the Ken¬ 
nedy proposai7 f^erhaps. Hut this re¬ 
porter I Gud frt: y Spcrl i E]g J r. [ found 
a specific denial to ildsfrom a White 
House sniffer laiid: have 

been tookinx into this fur more than 
tf year Ihe Dcmocrais found out 
what were doing and came up 
wiih their own Icgislatlom" 


Pew things are more irtiporCqnt to 
AmcricHTi!; i\vAn mcdicLil -llitc. The fi^rld 
hai thus become a bonanza for every 
p[}htieal Bariium Ui ciinie d»wn ihe pike. 
And. becau^ the nation tmii legitLmte 
haidlh prohlern;;. I heir nn^^lnim^ are being 
bungliL by Hie s^iinc people who alwiiys 
bny "miracle cures*' made of alcohol and 
^»:safruji^ ai]d sold hy ai] eriiatz W.C. Fields 
calling himself an ejcpen. Column lit 
JLimes Jackson Kilpairick, who oppoMs 
Hutional liciiitl'L liisuraiiee, cunimeiUs on 
[he at traction of soeialtLc^L'd medicine: 

On ihe surface, at least, the idea 
has ^tai piyliiical appeal. In rt'ccni 
years almost every American family 
has experienced (he pi iofit he- 
.'itomach impact of a slunninx hos¬ 
pital bilL Some urban hospftafs 
already arc charging as much as 
SI00 a day for a room. Cosis are 
soaring every where. 

And if i.'i nut only ihe high cost 
of medical care. A powerftd politi¬ 
cal appeal lies in the new egaiifati- 
ankni that seeps across our land 
like morning fog. if ail men arc 
created equal, it is asked, why 
s'/r<^iriJ the rich man have better 
doctors than the poor man ? 'Ko the 
coficepts tyf cifnal npptyrtiiniiy and 
cquai instiee, it is urged, let ns 
demand etpwt appendedomies also. 

W,C, Fields might have conimented 
Utat we Lire being prepared for u kn^^ly 
fnncrsL Firsi we were told that all we 
Eieeded was goveriiEiieiVl inedieul care for 
the aged. After ah, you can't have old 
people niE>3iiing ahont the house with (he 
mf scries. So we got Med tea re. llien It 
necessary lo have care frjr the ^'poEjr'^ as 
well as Ihe agecl^ So we got Medicaid. 
When he was Secreiary of HeaUh, Fduca- 
tioiL Sind Welfiire^ RobcEt Finch stressed 
the neeesshy for ensuring th^^ medkal 
needs of the ytyiing as well. So a Kiddie- 
eujc package ts uireudy In the federal 
perambulator. The idea Is ihai with the 
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middle-class taxpayer fcpEced to mccL the 
bill for medical care for (he elderly, the 
hidij^eiit, atid the youii^. he will »uon be 
vulnerable to the line that '"^ince you are 
paying fur it^ yuu might sa well gel in on 
the action!" It's the craj^iest come-on 
since W,C. Fields gf>l away with calling 
himself Honest John because he once 
returned a man's glass eye. 

Before Amcika chokes on the “free'" 
medicine bunkum, she had better check 
tile fate uf other natiuns which have 

swallowed the siulf. 

The Matinnsl Health Service r^f Great 
Britain is Uic prcEnlcr cxiunptc. John 
Strachey, the ''former” Communist who 
was Minister uf Health when the J^J.H.S. 
was begun in 194S^ confidently predicted 
that such would be the strides under 
auclalizcd medicine that the lives of the 
English people might be '^prolonged 
indefinitely.'^* Straehey had built his 
reputation a:i a scholar on ^^proving^^ that 

Socialism i$ '"scieniinc." And no doubt 
some of the Socialisl faithful in England 
weie shocked when the new governmetiE 
“science^' did not produce instant im- 
murtaiity for the livcrage EnglisihriiaE]. 

W]ien Lord Beveridge planned Bniain's 
National Health Service in 1944^ he cstj- 
mated the cu^t at about S50D inillioii per 
year: In the first year ofoperation the cost 
was double lhal. Now N.H.S. crisis the tax¬ 
payers of England jckeii rimes what its 
promoters claimed il would. Discounting 
infiatiuiu tlic cost is still iieaily Uiiee tirncs 
the Beveridge estimate. 

This has nuL hecn bccauiic uri[]crcased 


I dftn't di-pLibl fiiT 41 nUiiut^ (ii4i( SErlfcPjlier: 
□ iLkpigiime pillar in I he FabLan Suciiiliat Society. 
wm lavghlot up bis il^evc at such boob-bati. 
Cerrainfiy John ^lr.iiizhc>' nn ti-pa pEani^irig 

id«:ilL-fE. ZygVluikd Onbrn 11 FEf 1ii.> 

SutmlTirlv A'ryj'u'j At Harvard lhal Slra^rhcy'a 
boohs wert rea^lhf lEi the Comma- 

niil Pirty Naltooal Training ^hool in Hitw 
York Cily/^ 

fEngland iinw mii mi^Uii;;i| enp? iinly S77 

ptrr fsipita Timuuntirig to twrfvr prrc^rjt of all 
UriElsh lajics - in comparison wl|h Ibe current 
U.S, par cipiti ipendinf of £294. 


doelois" fees, or the expense of building 
new hospitals, but because of the in¬ 
creased api^raiinj^ cmis of the vast 
bureauuracy neces^ry to oversee so 
eriormou$ a system. A man in London 
can't get treatment for a hcadaE:hi: with¬ 
out wrestling with a bureaucrat. And yei 
Parliament is regularly cutting back on 
monies for health needs.t Tiie dis¬ 
tinguished English Journalist Anthony 
l^eJeune ex plained this in die India- 
mpoUs Siar of July 12. 1969: 

Moficy for rhe HcaMt Service 
fo compete with other p/tlitical 
pHurilks. How it should be rdsed 
dtjcf how il should be spenr become 
suhiecr to coitsideraliortx of 
catchiiig rather rhan of pure medi- 
cai ueed. Result: the Heelfh Sendee 
j.v ill ways starved offuads. 

Ycl the wretchedly inadet^Lmle ^Tecc” 
medical services in once-great Urltatn 
actually cosi the average Engli^diman con- 
sidcrubly mure tJiaii ail AiuerEcan pays fOi 
I he most expensive private health and 
hospUaljzattEiin insurance. The Loudon 
Evortomist notes that 'The Bfilish people 
soon found ou( that as taxpayers they 
had to :tpciid Enorc money than they had 
done before as patients.^' 

Has Socialism improved medical care 
in England an its proponents guamnteed? 
TIte complaint of the Loudon Weekend 
Telegraph of Atignst 13, I96h, is typical. 
“Almosit everything is wrong with 
N.Hxr says the Telegraph. "Il gives had 
service, iL treatii its Staff meanly, h leaves 
badly needed hospitals unbuili^ and. on 
top of ah this, it does nol even give value 
for money." 

LhXEor Lloyd Dawe> one of many 
Engtbih physicLLiiis who have in recent 
years ImiTLigrated to the United StJics, 
comments ort his expcriciiee with (he 
Nailoniil Health Service: 

As an inttTft in a Lotfdou hos¬ 
pital and later in general practise 
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Fhere, / messed rhc a fibeUevaNe 
inferfrrenee and burea^i- 
craiic rcgimcnradon ihal have ac¬ 
companied Brirafn umvieidy social 
experiment. 

/ paid govcnmient-imposed 
''fines" for prescribing ihe besi 
medieine fur my patients, i spent 
atDcious hours in search of hosphai 
spare for the criricahy iti. / saw hos¬ 
phai grants frivolcmsly spent .... 

Fraciise under the Nahonai 
Health Service smin became in mice- 
able for me. as h has for thousands 
of Erhish and Enrtypean doriom 
who have ieft their countries so 
practise in Amcnca .... 

Anthony I.eJeune says that unde^ 
N.H.S. areragc wail tbr a iiOik-iirgCnE 
opera I ion is 22 weeks, and the waitinK- 
period may lilretch to years/' Professor 
Russell Kirk reports: '^People have lo 
wall up to seven years for treatmenE of 
fiernias or vaiieosc veiaia."" 

One of [he major problems in the 
English systeiTip as it is in any sysEem 
where the puLieiU does udl pay ont-or- 
pocket for a visit to the doctor^ Is 
ovcr-utilii^alitjn. The Hnntirahle Enoch 
Fowell, Minister of HeatEh in ihe United 
Kingdom from I960 to 1963, put his 
fiiLger On the difneully in his book A 
New Look At Medicine And Foiirics, 
noting: ‘^There is a characterislk of medi- 
eal earc that niakea iE^ public provision 
exceptionalEy problematic, llte demand 
for it is not only potenlially unlimited: i( 
is also by nature no! capable of being 
limiled in a precise and inEelligible way/' 
Doetur Dawe louks uL this problem from 
The point of view of Ehe harassed physi¬ 
cian Erying to practise medicine under the 
National Health Service: 

Since medical care sheureticaliy 
ivffs avaiiabSe to everyone at asiy- 
time, were literahy swamped 
with patients, many of them with 
trivial ramplabits or with no ait- 


men f at alL f remember one eiderly 
woman who wan in and fmt tff the 
office three or four times a tvccA', 

This old dear lived atone and 
mahdy wanted someone lu laik to. 

Besides the heavy patient load, 
the time spent on gtivernment pa¬ 
per work was faniasticahy high. 

... Formfilhng and correspon¬ 
dence with ihe govenjmmit thus 
became OfiC of the physieian's 
rm/or functions. He vvas reduced to 
I he role of part-iime clerk. 

Tlte N.H.S. provides a windfall for 
hypochondriacs who want company oi 
syEmpathy and fur malingerers seeking a 
vacation trorn work. Anthony LeJeunc i 
repurtsi ihat ^Ticneral pmclitioners have 
to spend an intolerable artioutii of time 
forTn-fihing and catering to people who 
tseal Oicir Natiuiial Health Service 
doctor P5 an automatic supplier of 
aspirins, tranqiiilkers, laxatives and vita¬ 
mins. Urey may see alintisiL us many 
paiienis in a day as an Anieiicpn doc^ 
tur saes in a week/' Aiid^ either pas¬ 
sage of the N.ILS. worsened the state 
of heallh in England or it has severely 
multiplied nmliikgerir^g. Due tur Da we 
says that "^^Brltish busincssmerL found 
that absenteeism in plants and companies 
nearly doubled the rust yeux the Health 
Service was in effect/^ 

Incredibly harusaed^ British physicians 
are driven to aitemps to reduce the 
crowds in their offices by pushing pills at 
paticiils in an effort tu get rid of them^ 
Donald Drake explains in The Fhiiadeiphia 
of December 19, 1969: 

it is generaiiy agreed that British 
ductors tend io over-medicate but 
the reason ft simph: It^s been 
shown ihai patients e:^e€t 

lo get tnedieine from their dueiors 
and when the}^ don t they tend to 
summon the doctor more often fim 
house cads. As one physician said 
phiiosophtcaliy, it takes less time la 
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wfjfe nut a presaipriott ifmt iq 
fzinkt' a hniixe anf! nr jj phyaical 

Ai:cQidiiij$ Lci FroFe^or John J(:wk(.^!i, 
who served on JirltJin's Royal Commi$siorL 
□II R[;inuni:raEii]n cirD£K:t{)r^snd Dcntisits. 
more and more Britons are now seeking 
medical care outside of ihe Nalionai 
Keallli Service. Tliciic people« he rcporlH, 
are “ready to make sacrifices in otfiei 
dircctiuns in order to enjoy prompL hos¬ 
pital and specialist treat menu free choke 
of ciHis^hani and private accommoda^ 
tion.” A poll taken fiflecrj years after the 
National Health Service was instituted in 
Britain }±howcd th^t fifty-seven percent of 
the people therejndudlng almost as many 
Lihorite-s ^^5 Conservalives^ now oppose 
universal aniJ eompukory socialized nicdh 
cine. But, once such a system is estab- 
hslicd, it is very hard to abolish - no 
matter how bad U is. 

And El L\ bad. A recent PluIad^^IphiiJ 
Inqiiit^cr series on medkfil care in Europe, 
which {i-penly espoused ^clalrzed medi¬ 
cine for the United States, freely admits 
that N.lhS, “is outrageously unfair to 
doctors..'" As Marjorie Shearon, a legisla¬ 
tive spcciahsl ill such probiciiiH of healthy 
education, and welfare, has commented- 
Today, British general practitioner^ are 
In a sorry i^talc. Tlicir Income is wretched. 
The bcEicr [he service they give, the 
poorer is their remuneration. There Efi no 
way 10 prevent abuse of the system so 
long as patients have the unrestrictcd 
rigiit Eu make oHIcc visits when they arc 
not III or when they have sojne trivial 
indisposition which does not require 
medical care.” British physickris, you see. 
are paid on a "■capitalion” basis — Ehal is. 
by the number of bodies the doctor can 
sign up as "his” patients. Again we quote 
Dr. Shcsri>n: 

Physician fir Brimhf depend 
£ht sisa of their Ikta of patients, 
tm 01 ) ;^ic mtmbir or qualiiy of 
services rendered One physician 
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by biacktnaiL / have £a ^ve the 
prescriptiom they secAv Jf f don^t 
they wdigo to another doctor. And 
you /jwiv wwwre/i arc, they II 

take ait their rekt fives with them / 
can V afford to lose //rfm, " 

Medical facilities in w^hich the British 
docloi must pi acElse have alsu ^ufEk’rcd 
under Socialism. Most date back to the 
Viclorian Era. Paul Harvey observes that 
"In the 17 states of the ^uthern region 
of the UniEcd Stales (an area equal to the 
United Kingdom ui pupulatiuEi) [licre 
have been 515 new hospitals constructed 
since World War II. In all Eif Britain, they 
have built only 10 new hospitals since tlic 
big war." 

All of which ha& led many British d{}c- 
tors to voie against sogialized medicine 
with I heir feet. Donald Dr;?ike reports in 
the Mqfdrer that each year Bi itain loses the 
cquivalenl of up lo thirty percent of its 
medical school graduates ro Canadu, 
Australia, and the United States. Many a 
Britisli "hiiud studcEit” picks up his diplo- 
nria and his airline ticket the same day. 
Since the N.H.S. was pj^sed in (94K.the 
number of students prepared to muke tlie 
sacrifices for a career in medicine has 
greatly decreased. Fewer :students are 
studying medicine in England now tliaiibe^ 
fore World War II- As a result of this de¬ 
cline^ coupled with tlic etiiignition of 
trained doctors, nearly half of all junior 
pEiKts in BriliRh hospitals are now filled by 
piiysiciuiis fiuni outside the UniLcd King¬ 
dom. L-ounthes like India and fakkran 
have been draiiiL'd of biJElly needed doc* 
tors to help nil vacancies Ecft by the 
dearly departed in England. Even so, the 
quality of thdr skills is. to be penile 
ahoul iLunreNabk. 

Little wundei that whenever Conser¬ 
vatives raise the matter o! the laiEure of 
socialized mediGEnc in England, American 
‘'Liberals” becon^' hyper-tense. I[ is het- 
ter, they say, to discuss socialized medi¬ 
cine on the European Continent. Not, 
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I wc have discovered, becanw socialisted 
I iiK'die;iiii: is any beuec ihexe - but be¬ 
cause Eess is known about it in America. 
The fact is lliaL suciatizcd medicine on 
the ConEineni faces the same problems of 
dtKinir }diurLa^L'!t^ debt, ajid overuse as 
socialized inedicitie everywhere. t/.J, 
^ Repon for Au|.iist lO, 

1970, cymmeiits on llic eosL of Llic 
French system, where the average worker 
now pays pt^rreui of his 

wagiT for such slate scr^'ices: 

hi Fratti'c, \vhcrc fhc Oovent- 
meirr pays abcjur 80 perretti nf fhe 
/ht'.v {ff phynkians ctM/perafifig in 
nahofwl he^R/i piart, defiefrs are 
geffing /Hit of hand. Tlie sociaR 
:icciwty system "j itoiRh fund wt!f 
beabitul 165 mdlion dollars in rhe 
red this year. // prestni trends 
contimw, the deftdi coidd rise to 
L8 tdtion by !9?5, French offi- 
ciiih say. 

Leave it to the New York Times to 
euphemize ihis inro a French asset, de¬ 
claring Ehat j result of all t}ie 

advantages which the system accords, 
ils otTEcinls have noted with rising 
alarm but genera! helplessness, there is 
an overwhetmpfg eagerness among 
Ftcnehrncn to take good care of them- 
scives .... The doctors, the medical 
laburaEuiicsK ^d^^d the pharmaceutical in¬ 
dustry, both manufacturers and reiailers, 
are prospering as the dcdcit grows. One 
can OEily groEin. 

Germany has a government mEdical 
systern adniiiListcicd by prjvi^te insurance 
companies. Germains pay eteven percent 
Eli' tficir sain lies for govcTivnient Enedical 
care; half the cost being hidden since It is 
paid hy the employer. A?j always 
[licdicinc means crowded oHIces and long 
waits, driving ITfteen percent of the pnpir- 
latioii to buy extra private insuiaiicc. The 
situation Is serious. As Donald Drake 
observes in the Philadelphia hipuirer for 
Deoemher 17* 1969: 


Genmny has ff shortage of hos¬ 
pital beds ..,, 

Germany has otdy five heart 
renters rapable of per^brnthig an 
average of JMOO open heart opera¬ 
tions a year when there /s a need 
for 12^000. j4j a residt, 9,0^0 
patfenrs either die or. if they have 
enough money, go to Amencti and 
pay for the care oni of their own 
ptyckei. 

Despite the shortage of hospital beds, 
and because '^the goverEunent is paying 
for n f the average German spends over 
twice as long in the hospital as the 
average American. Dtake says “the aver¬ 
age length of stay is ridiculously higir 
more than twice that of an Aniencan 
ho.spita]. 'ITlc average length of stay iit a 
!{horE-tcrni, general hospital is more Ehan 
19 days as compared to fi.5 in the U,S. 
A German matemlly case stays in un 
average uf nine days/' Wliy not, iFs aft 

"free,” isn"t \\'I 

But it is Sweden that makes the heart 
of every AnicrEcan “Lihcrar' palpitate 
with joy. It Is noE British Socialism or 
Russian Socialism they want, so the line 
goes* but the sort of practical, sensible, 
cfnciciit SuciaUifEn practiced in Scandi¬ 
navia! Marx apparently gains sonic Ehing 
in the Lranslotinn into Swedish. 

It there is any place where Suciati^in 
sJiuuld work^ if it is a viable system, it is 
Sweden, A country smaller in populatmn 
than SoiithEfn California. It has no racial, 
religious, or lingual varieties. It hiis a 
Ktrimg " work ethic" and a centralized 
pop u fa Lion. And ijf cEmrse the Swedes 
profited from Ehe two World Wars instead 
uf dcpletiEig I heir hum.in and fEnancial 
capital by participating in iIlciei. One 
wuuld ihink that .Sweden shouEd be send¬ 
ing Ebreign aid and pruviding far our 
n,iiional defense instead of vice veisa. 

Yet, even with every advantaga. Social- 
isrn in Sweden has proved seriously dchilu 
laling. <S WortdReport for Feb- 

luary 7,1966, revealed just how phony the 
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Pabiafi paradise ready i$. Alcoholic, iui- 
cide^and venereal disea^E there are among 
Lhe hijdicst, if I 10 L liie IviglicsL, in ihc Wc^E' 
cm ^orld. Crime is spiraling and Welfare 
demand:^ are proving tu be inaatiubLe. 
Swedes now pay a staggering twenty 
pcrcEnl of their taxes for socialized 
health care the highest in the world. 

At the time Swedish docEors were 
nuticii]alizcd, seventy percent of the 
population already had private insiiranee 
progruins. In the name uf equality, how¬ 
ever, those seventy percent were forced 
into cunipulsory govLTnmenl prugran^ii in 
order to provide super-benefits for the 
remaining thirty percent of the popula- 
Lioii noL privately insured. Aiid^ as 
New has observedp ''lhe present system 
is proving anything hnl a clenr-cut f?nc- 
cess.” There is now hatdly a hospital in 
Sweden whore there isn't a long waiting 
lii^t fur LVL-ry sort uf hunpitai care. Con¬ 
servative estimates are that In Stockholm 
there are more than four rhonsand per- 

now waiting tu enter lio^piEals. The 
waiting period lor minor operations is up 
to sis months. Consider this repori from 
Sweden iu U.S. Nt'-wn & [VoM Repori for 
January 24, 1966' 

TTie pafietu here finds 

his si me Hot! has worsened mfiier 
If Li mffre difficult 
for him lo get a docTor. lie must 
weit kmger to get iff to a hospituL 
And he may be forced to leave lhe 
hospital before he is medically 
ready for discharge .... 

Overburdened daciars must rum 
away ihuusands of patients am 
mcaiiy - many of them old people 
who hadly need fFitdicai care .... 
Waiting periods for speelat treai- 
ment arc Komclimt.K so icfng that 
patients become incurably ilL even 
dk. before they can gel adequate 
care. 

Gravciy ill patients, in need of 
Immediate treamenf\ had to be 
turned a\my from hifspitai emer¬ 


gency rooms. There were not 

enou^ medical pcrKoniicl on hand 

to take cere of them. 

The fault, of eourscjies with socialized 
medicine. Swedish writer Nils Urodin Is 
quoted in Human Events for Qcluher 24^ 
1970, as explaining that '"the increase in 
utilization ofexistingfacilitie?5 comes from 
thosE! who duEiiaiid ‘^liuspiLal Vacations.^ 

Wlien the tensions of Ule or home get too 
intense, many wilt 'ruxt up' in a huspitaL 
Often a paEienl stays in a hospital a week 
before he is diagnosed, and even then the 
diagnosis may be hasty and inadequate. 
Tm paying for it . . . I've got it coming" is 
the attitude.’' Dr. Dag Knutssoi], head of 
Sweden "5 medleal association, sst [mated 3n 
the fiist years uf the medical plan tliat^ia// 
of Ehe patients in Sweden"$ hospitals 
""need not he IhEre.'" 

The Swedbili guvemmenC in order to 
relieve the shortage of doctors, has re¬ 
duced Ehe quality of care hy chuppiiig 
two years off medical school curricula 
and filling many poKiliuns wiih interns 
and students. Sweden has also imported a 
large number of foreign doctors. Yet 
today .Socialist Sweden fewer phy. 
sieiaiis per capita than the United States. 
West Germany, Austria, or even Kaly. It 
is part of the syndrunic of socialized 
iriedieine that nationalized health care 
drives up costs, drives down lhe quality 
of care, and drives ou t physkiuns. 

About one-seventh of Sweden's doc¬ 
tors have managed Lu defy the govecn- 
menr to remain in private practise, and 
they treat thirty percent of lhe Swedish 
palients who seek private care despite 
paying the staggering taxes for state care. 
Even m Lhe Swedish goveruniciiL is 
placing pressures on private physicians to 
try To force them iEitii the g{]vcrnmcnt 
maw. All private and seniiprivate care is 
being gradually eliminated as someihiug 
'^aiiLi-egalituiiLin.'' Tliejc are very few 
private hospitals, and private nursing 
homes are heing furced out uf business 
because of e.xcesslve taxation. 
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In summing up the situshon under 
suciulized mediciiiL^ in Eufupe ihc Phih- 
delphk Inquirer declared in its lengthy 
cxaniiTiLrlicjn cif these malters tha< ''hJone 
oT tEic Europcsjn sysEcitu studied uffered 
substantial incentives to doctor$ to do a 
sLiperinr pb- Many nf iherrip in fact, 
rewajd inefficiency/’’^ And^ the PliLla- 
delphia paper admits: "Most experts sur¬ 
veyed in Europe said dial the L[^p care 
provided in ilie US. is second to none in 
the world/’ 

But AmericaiL “Libcrak" urc bujiy 
building the impression that American 
medical earc is no/ the hesil in I he wnrld- 
Inevitably these attacks on the quality of 
American inedicine are ■'documented'' by 
citing infant inoiLality statisLlcs as pioof 
thai Ainericiin medicine ss second-rjite al 
best. Seldom arc any otlicr ciiECiia men¬ 
tioned. Typical is this statcmenl from the 
widely syiidicated Sylvia Porter^ 

We iTiey bmjit we have the 
titlmiccil heaiih Citre scmcc^ hi the 
worfd. But the fati is thef since 
i 950 we have dropped /mm Ktiih 
to thineetuh place m iufaui 
fality “ behind sueh miinns an 
Japen, Fhitatid^ New Zvelend^ Eaxt 
Germany ., „, 

This IS a disgrace in a naBon an 
rich as ours. 

This is the reastm *"so€iah 
ized medk'int'^* is ahaui Iff become 
a fact of U.S. Ufa 

Tfie KlalislicK einiie from ih-e U.N. 
World Health Organisation's Demo¬ 
graphic Yearbisok. And Sylvia Pcurter and 
the others who use them as propaganda 
know very wdl (he Ycarbirok specifically 
warnx that such Hgurcs should not be 
used for comparison because the stan- 
darclK (if meaKLi rement (m dirfercrie na- 
lions vary, Maiiy variables atfcct -these 
statistics. The methods used are not even 
uniform in the United Slates^ eacli aLatc 
having fts own rcqtiirentents. 

Reports uf biillis in maciy countries 


are the responslbUUy of parenu: but as 
Lhcre is no punishmeni for not reporting, 
a sizable percentage of infant deaths go 
unrecorded, tn the United States the 
attending physician i;; rcspcm^tible for 
certifying births and deatlis, and ali arc 
immediately reported. Here* too^ one 
heart beat means a live birth. But in olhi^r 
countFies (his is roi so: Jn Sweden, for 
example* a birth in Tii}t counted unless (he 
baby lives through the dangerous first 
twenty-four hours. And Swedish parent$ 
have five yean to report a births with (he 
result that deaths of chUdren up to age 
five arc [>rten e.\eluded from the stads- 
Ucs. In the U.S.S.R., infant deaths arc not 
recorded if they occur within twenty- 
eiglit days ufier hirtli. In pyrts Ger¬ 
many, a baby Is not registered as having 
been born until he is baptf/.ed — again, 
atTectirig tlie infant nioiLality records. 
The impact of legaliT^ed aborlions on 
1 educing I lie Ineidencc of recorded infant 
morlality is not now known, but it is 
obviously sigilificaiU in eountries such 
Japan where ii is generally available. 

The point of going uitu all i}f this, how¬ 
ever briefiy. Is ihat in the olt-chcd field of 
infant mortahty the "Liberals” are com- 
pi^ring apples with potatoes hi asituaLkm 
where we arc keeping accurate records by a 
atrict standard and no one eke is. There 
are, of course, lareas where you can Jitcsts- 
lire The relniive qualiiy of heallh care, for 
tnst Jiice, many of the countries cited in the 
rigged statistics as having a lower infant 
morLaliLy rate have Iwo iu ihrce times ihe 
[iite of tuberculosis^ u leading killei in 
infectious diseases. 

The fact of the matter i» Lhal social- 
Lited medicine has nowhere improved 

kizcp in cnind ihaE wliili± Ua¥i: 

L^r.-i 11 y l|LIijEclI k'Uiy rjn 

lUi-v MiUicrt, lli^sr \irv sguinsL inlerr 

esu Author Dcpnald C. Drake no boiu^K 

jhnuE Ehe TacE la^l he Teir sncLLLti7ed iiiediisirie 
on tliE lluU it i\ tliL- only iysEt’m thal 

guuranU-es mcJical cart njr L-vcryoni'. Thai || 
reduces th< quvUty of medical cart 
tvt vVityom is nul to imporlanl to him m ha 
«£,aLiEirtan curtimiEm^nl. 
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medicol care. Even Uie propuncius of 
nnediciiie no longer claim Lhai 
doctor:* will be belter doelori under u 
gavernmcnl ^stem. Political medicine 
pioVcK lu be hud ineilieEne. Ask any 
doctor who hai served in the military Ef 
he concerned iiht^nt the hcallhorhis 
palicius befoic lie weiiE into the service. 
He will icJI you dial he certainly was. 
Then a:ik him if his alliludc changed 
wlien he was in Che military, and he wiii 
tell you Eh 5 *t it w:is imp^issihle to have the 
same concern. Military medicine Is mass 
medicine, with Eillle of ihe doclur-palient 
rcljliorisilip. Yet he was the same man in 
both situations. White working tor him- 
Hcir he was a good docLur^ while working 
Tor the goveninient he was less so, Tiic 
difference w.isn't in the doctor, but in Ihe 
systciii. The culiccLivi^^ts arc now woi king 
to replace a personal system of voluntaiy 
exchange with one tif cattle-cjr medic]ne. 

Doubtless few Ajncricuns would cvcei 
consider soeiaiized nwdieme if projec- 
tiE>ns of l3ic cosL of future medical cjie 
were not so Irlghtening. US AVw.s 
Worid Ri'porf for August 10, 1970, of¬ 
fered Ehese statistics: 

oFi hciildt cun', by 
hidhidmfs mtd ginermncm^. fs 
morif fhufi /fpc iimts m large as ii 
W£?s jusl (wo decades ago. ht 1950, 
otiday.’s for heaiifi took a nickei ouf 
of c^ay dollar m (he US for 
gi>ods attd scn'ices. By 1975. healdf 
cure Will /uku utmost 9 evats of 
each dollar. 

The projection will no doubt prove 
accurate it we get tnorc sociidi/.cd 
medicine, but Lire statement is higlily 
misleading, h does not take into con- 
sideraLii}i] ihe vast expar:isiE>ii of popu^ 
lation in t]ie pa$i twenty years* nor the 
tremendous innaElon which has driven up 
all pilee:^. Medicine is being used by 
politicians as a scapegoat for inflation 
which only the pobtieiaiis can cauiiC.* 
Ironically, the same manic-progressiv$ 


I dcllelt poiitieiuEis who caused Ihe in- . 
flat ion of medkal costs now p relend Lej 
want to :iavc the ptihiic through further 
deficjl spetiding for soeiiill^.ed i[icdici]ic. 

The truth of the matler is lhai the I 
groat increase in intlatioimry government 
^nding met Ihe last decade has been ' 
largely a product of Uic cffEjrts of the 
Depurl men I of Health, Education and 
Welfare, which ts uliEiudy kncc-dcep m ' 
medicine and warns to be neck-deep. 
Tlul OcpurtincuE n{>w ‘tpends more Elian 
ail the profits after taxes of all the 
corpo] ill ions in the United States. 
fCorporate proElu are S49 billiun, 
tl.E.W. spcndiiig ix S5S billton.J Infla¬ 
tionary government spendEng [\jt H.E.W. 
is now seven Elmos ihe total amount of 
fcdeEEil spending ici 1940. Yet, while 
they increase deficit spending more and 
more which ulone causes inflation 
(lie politicians blame dEictors fur the 
inflaiion of medical costs. 

Iligtily trained doctor^i^ yuppie- 
mentary personnel, ^pliistlcated equip¬ 
ment and drugs, arc all expensive. Hut 
advance:* in training and teehnolEigy al¬ 
low our doctors to be ever mure effi¬ 
cient, and this h nefiecied more in the 
quality of AinericaE] mcdieal care I ban 
in its cost, lire average A meric an slays 
in Lhe hospital K.5 days. The average 
Swede^s slay is fifty pCEcent longer, as Is 
that of the typical Englishman, und the 
average Cjcmian slays in the hospiinl 
three hundred pcrc4sni longer.? Figuring 
cooiLs an a daily basis, the dolhr ^civing^ 
to the patient are obvious. Propiag^ndisEs 
for guvcniniciit medieme always point to 
the high costs orho^pitalkation, but they 
forget Lo mention that because of the 
quality of our system Americans spend 
much less lime in hot^pit^ds than dn those 
in countries wheic sodaiized rnedEciue 
has a stranglehold. 


*lnf1;ili£kik k 3ii lElil?r^^ll^^ |ik (hc money supply 
whkU biU^ Lip and prkes. M is eEkUKd by 

dencilE spt'ndEne, 

tSce CofJgtrtsioHiU Record. D^LUukhar ! 2, 
IV69, Kaije SnJM. 
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Tlic fuel is ih'dX tliL; t:mi of nicdicjJ 
has not even kept pace with otlief 
ncc:es!i.iry commndities and ^rvsees. A 
chart in U.S. News <£ W<rrld Repari for 
December H, 1969, illustrates that in the 
past two years the cost of medical care 
has risen 12.9 percent whde meats arc up 
i:i6 percent, the cost of owning a home 
is up IB.2 perccnL^ iiicn^s clu thing is up 
M3 perceiti, 5hoe$ are up 12.7 percent, 
and public transportatinn is up 13 per¬ 
cent, Doctors' fees rose an average of 3.7 
percent per year heiween 1956 and 1968, 
wliile average wages in general rose 4.2 
percent. It now costs less to visit a doctor 
than Lci call a plumber ce tcLcvkioi] 
repairman. Even the Fht!tzdelpfif<t Inquirer 
conccdcsi LhaE doctors' fees aru a mini¬ 
scule part of total health costs: 

Marty peFSoiis angered hy the 
high incvmc of docion in ihe 

hold the sirnpihtir view fhet heatlh 
eare costs could be held down by 
stmpty reducing physfcfms* in- 
eames. 

This would have only a minor 
ejfeet. 

if the income of the nation^s 
280,000 physickns was cut by 
more fhm half to a ridicuiousiy low 
$17,000 amiimily - a fc^olish rnmfe 
that could destroy American medi¬ 
cine “ the national expenditure for 
health care kvoidd be cut by a 
paltry elghr-tenths of I percent. 

Much of the pressure which is pushing 
up The cost of medical care comes from 
die giti^emment — wliieli already pays 
for thirty-six percent of all medical care 
ill the Dili ted ^tatc^i. US, Neivs i& World 
Report for August 10, 1970, quotes 
Merle A. Ciulick^ vice prcsidenl of the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society, us 
stating that it “significant Ejiai all 
medical-care prices have accelerated since 
1966, The year Medicare began. Hospiral 
prices have li^eu at the rate of about 15 
percent, and other medical-care coitv 
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porieiU^ have risen ah out 6 percent.'' 
Anierica is already beginning to pay for 
the over-Eiti]i/.atjon that inevitably accom¬ 
panies “free’^" medicine. As Lancet^ the 
prestigious British medical journah has 
ohserved: 

// ta.xl fares were abolished and a 
free Natiofial Taxi Serince wa.« fi¬ 
nanced by taxation, who wmdd go 
by car or bus or w^fk? Ihe '*sf\ort- 
age** of taxis miuid he cndcime and 
the "faxi crisis" a subfeet of 
periodic public agitation. 

One does not have (o be an economist 
to realize that an unllmlLed wish for 
sonieihing of value is impossible to sup¬ 
ply. If poEiticians promoted CudiJlucs at 
government cost to everyone for the 
asking, Gencial Motora could never mcL-t 
the artiticial demand. Ihe same is true of 
“frec^" frociahzed mediciTie. When demand 
exceeds supply prices go up. 

Besides the flooding of doctors" ot'llces 
v/ilh Medicare acid Medicaid patients, 
there is also an innu.>c of union imembers 
who are totalFy covered by company- 
provided insuianee. As one Mldwestciii 
physician told your eorre$portdent: 

First dollar” imurance cover¬ 
age, whether It be from the govern 
meni or from a prhratc company as 
part of a union negotiated contract. 

Is basically nnsoiind. Since no fee Is 
inmlvcd people come into ihe of 
ficc every time they have the 
sniffles or need a Band-A Id changed, 
it costs an insunincc company and 
the doctor about $10 in administra¬ 
tive costs alone far a rail that (he 
person would not make If he were 
paying for it himself 

/ practise near a Gencful Mtdors 
plant. Absenteeism there nms three 

or four percent from Tucsrlay 
through Thursday and fifteen per¬ 
cent on Fridays and Mondays. Tk^c- 
lors ' offices arc flooded with peo- 
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ph who arcn 7 raiily sick hut who 
warn a siip fivm rhe doctor on 
some imugifia/yr preiexs xo fkify cm 
go hufiring or mkc a vacadon. Smcc 
they gef a given mimher of days a 
year tit sick pay they ust every dior 
of ir and il doesn't cost them 
any thing. Ad oj dm only escaiates 
the cost of medksii care mid crowds 
dix tors' offices with kooks and 
ttialdigerLT.K. 

The introdiiciion of Mr. Nixon's Na- 
Lii>i]iil Hi;jj]Lh luKurujicc will inultlply this 
problem a hundred-foM. And of couisc: 
the taxpayei will be asked to support a 
whole new layer orburcuueruEs Lu admin¬ 
ister I he proexam. If cihet Eederal pro- 
g[iii[is can be used as \i g,uidejiiic, there 
will probably be at least orte paper-shuf- 
fling hurcaucral al an average s:d:4ry of 
512,000 per year for every practising 
diKtor, The admiiiistrative cost of Medl- 
caie and Medicaid is estimated already to 
he greater than the doctor cost, while the 
administEiitive eost of f/rivate insurance 
programs runs at only about thirty per¬ 
cent of the premiurn. The current cant 
about the cost of luediciuc^' an 
argiimaTit for nationalizing our health 
industry Is as phoEsy Dr. Quack^s 
Cancer Cure, 

Another of ihe often meniioncd 
reasciis wliy we n^ust iiLstail riiorc sucial- 
ized medicine is the allegedly Irtadequate 
"delivery system"^' - ''Liberalise" for 
having too few doctors [o lake medical 
care to ihe people, tr i$ alleged that 
federalized medicine will prisduee cnriugh 
doctors to Inspect every warE uiid EasJi iti 
the nation. Which is pure balderdaslil 
There arc SlS^ODO rnedieul doctors in 
the United States. With a national popu¬ 
lation of approx imalely 200 millioriH this 
is an average of one docEor fur every 
640 persons. No other major nation in 
Eiie world eiijuya anything cLnse to ihis 
ratio. Of these doctors, 170,000 ate 
engaged in fulhiimc private practise and 
20,000 are in part-time private piaetise. 


'fhe remainder arc muiiLly ciEiplrjycd in 
government service, research, teaching, 
and adnilnistiatioii. Tlic problerr^ is not 
iltat I here are not enough graduating 
dueLyrs, buE that Urn few are in direct 
patient care. 

The more lhan 30,000 doctors now in 
goverUEtieEJi and adnifinifitrative work, if 
relumed to private practise, would be 
adequate to care for three cities the size 
Oi Los Angeles. Of course this is im- 
pmciicaL but who will doubt that rcderQl- 
ized niediuiEic wijuld mean tying more 
physician?! into such tasks? 

Would there he more doctors if we 
were to have a ay stem of NaliEinat Health 
Insurance? lingland had 44,000 phy^ 
sieiaiis before InstEEiiting soci^iilzcd medi¬ 
cine. The NaEional HciihEi ServiuL; has 
since produced a gigantic Implosion, and 
as a ic^iult Britain iii>w has only 23,QOO 
doctors. If American medicine is turEicd 
over to the federal bureaucracy we can 
expect that fewer^ not muce^ young men 
will he ailracted to the profession. And 
of those who do study medicine, more 
will he government udmiidsErators rather 
thun practising physiumns. 

Bureaucratic complaints abouE u faulty 
"delivery system*' rc:tlly boil down to the 
fact that more doctors prefer tu praetise 
in Beverly Hills lhan in Waits. This should 
not be too surprising sieiext evcEi the mosi 
humanharian physician does not up- 
preeiale being mugged- But il is also true 
that people get sick Iei WaEts. fSo what to 
do? Certainly socialized medicine is not 
Ehu EEjIutEon. The shortage of doctors in 
*'ghettP^' areas migiu be greatly allcvisted 
wEthout government compulsion if the 
foundations aEid sueli orgsni/.aEieFns as the 
N.A.A.C.F. and Urban League would slop 
playing revntuiEonary grimes long enough 
to Eun caEELpuigELs reeruiting young phy^ 
slcians to practise In Negro neiglibor- 
h^Kjds .ind rural areas, meanwhile offering 
scholursliips and loaiEii and special prepsr- 
□lory training to quiihlled Negroes seek¬ 
ing to hceome rncdical EEudenis. 

The only other ulteEuaEive is for the 
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govTrjiint:nl ici ^^honghii] dr>cTors for 
! rcTfed service iji JiiinojUy urcys. oi puy 
ihem lyrge subsidies to wrve ihere. Such 
su]uLiuil:i iii>L unly ysisuiiie (he inferiority 
; of the minority people but introduce 
forms of o^rtipul^ion alien U\ Amcric^m 
irudltions. Clearly, whatever piubicnts 
R-ani with oiif medical "delivery system'' 
cuhiiol be solved by sueialii^ed medieiiie 
short of iakiiig away Tron^ the physiciait 
Un Constiliilional rl^t to decide where 
he wdl woik. This is a problem for (he 
pnwn^ sector - one which be solved 
by urging (he rciLJitdationR, fur examptc^ 
to make it a priority considej aiion. 

There is n whole cart-bad of such 
phony issues of course. WhaL is behind 
the move tor socialized medkine is not a 
desire to K£>lve priiblems bill :s dnve nn 
the part of collectivists to extend tlieh 
power. According to Nms c£ W^rld 
Repurt of August 10+ 1970, some 176 
million Americans are covered by some 
furni of privaLc health insiiranec.* 
Another thirty million have ciilier opted 
not to buy insurance, neglected tn buy 
insurance, or cannot afford insuranee. It 
is for ihe la Iter-third of the approjsi- 
mately twenty pcrceiu that the other 
eighty percent would he breed to mp- 
port the Inet'nciciicies uiid destrucEivenc^ 
of compulsory government medicine. 

Under freedom there will always be :i 
bw who miL^E accept diurlty. Bui 
charity, we are assured by Ihe proponents 
of socialized medicine, i:^ demuializiiig 
and degrading to I he recipient when li Is 
private^ hut somehow nioml .infI uplifting 
when it is done at the point of a 
governmeni gum This is known as "re- 

*ln l^4B Oactir "K-wuig, PrL-!»ikuU iTiJiiijiuk 
redtraJ Sticurhy AdmlnEjirator. waschauipion- 
ifig KocijilJLcJ mcdkinc wlib tli« tt^flaraiLan 
l1i;ii "jit ji iikiiKimum, an\y fihnut hitif Ihd 
in IIk- l.rMiEt;d Htnif^ ntTiiir^l a 

mwdcfitttfly cornpnchtfnalvL' heatlh insurancL-: 
plasi on a vntuniiiry baslSr" 

-t^uiDodayK Eudi E>c)li[kuA will tK l^<Ld ttC- 
LiiLinLihlic iuit ftkr what ihiy hsivu dune fitr lh£ 
liL-Eifilc^ hul wUj-bl Elii-y -dLiiii? theniiL UiiE 

Etiiil 1.1 uy tui^ n*M y*?! jirrivcd. 


sptinding to the challenges ijf our times,'" 
Fastening socialized medicine on all 
Americans because of ihe few poor whom 
wc will Lilway:i have with us is Ihe 
hyperbolic equivalent of using a guillotine 
to perfEirma tEmsillcctomy, 

Okay, if ifs so outrageously stupid, ’ 
why the big push for National Health ‘ 
insunince? Bee a use, simply, there are 
jiiaiiy adva^f rages in such a scheme for 
Its promoters. Most of those in the • 
medical profc^SLuii who favor socialized i 
medicine are already on the govern¬ 
ment payroll or stand lo gain finan- 
cially by more government spending in 
ihis area. Thfi sEjvanlage for Ihe poli- 
Eielans Is obvious. M Eddie-class Ameri¬ 
cans, their savings ravaged by govern- i 
mcnl infliitionp will become captives of 
politicians who will promise each elec^ 
tiun Ee) ciicalate mcdicjl beneHts.f And 
Leftist conspirators are pushing gov- , 
ernment medicine, :is they have always 
done, because mediec! emrrut mains ' 
pefjple cofjrml. Unin described socialized | 

TTicdicinc "as the key to the arch of a ' 
socialized state," ' 

One nf Ihe two men most responf^ible i 
for promo Ling socialized medicine in tlic 
Uniicd States was (he lute Walter I 
ReutEicr, a Soviet-lruiiicd radical who ' 
pushed for "Tirst dollar coverage" in | 
in dust rial medical in.'air.ince and mgan- ; 
ized the eouimiltcc which prepared the 
plan tor socialized medicine being spon- i 
sored by Senator Kennedy, The Kennedy I 
'‘Health Security PEOgram"' was devel- i 
oped by (he Committee for Naiional I 
Health Tuku ranee. wIillIi udverEises Itself 
as '"non-partisan/" ITie current chairman 
is Leonard Woodcock, Walter Reulher's 
^uceciiSur as president of the United Auto 
Workers. 

The olhei chief propuiLciit is Wilbur J. 
Cohen, head of ihe DeparimenL of I lealth, 
F.diEcalicn and Welfare under Lyndon 
Johnson, Cohen, an out and out Marxist 
who now serves si.s an :idv1.sor Uy Nelson 
Rockefeller, has been working for social- 
iL^-ed medicine from within ihe govern- 
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menl Ft^r over ihirly years,* He has also 
worked closely witli liic lEUcniuLioiiul | 
Labor OrganKJlion In Geneva which has 

courdiiuLcii I he csLahliiihnienl of social- 

lied medicine all over Uie world. During 
the Iasi siession, noting on lestimony Prom 
A.F.L.-C.LO. picsideiit Gturgc Mcany 
that the LL,0. was a Coraniuntst-doini' I 
luted oiguxiizaLion^ CoEigrcss out ufT aft 
U.S, i'unds assigned lo support it.f 

Leftists have made several ntteimpls to 
iinptcniciit siHrialLzcd mcdicini; a whole 
ball of wax. After ihe last tadure nndet 
Presideni Truman in 1^47, the coUc:- 
livL^ts swUched struLcgics idJid adopted the 
approach of Fabian gradualism. As Jef¬ 
frey Si- Jtihn of the CopEsy News Service 
ius observed: 

AJvut^fcs iff fTitdkiiii' 

medkai dff^drirj;:T/ji/7 disgimtfd in 

humatidamn senus, ktiowmg fhc 

liaikffi waiiid not acci'pi a migk 

onc-^hol Sodafisi package. Tlicy 
prefi^rr^d tyrsmiy on the inswd- 
ment plan at mtng the piuat-tnecii 
appntacfi 

'7/ ix naf mxy fa convari u frm^. 
country inio a ioialitarian 
&hfp." obsemd New York lYof. 
Leonard Peikoff daring the 1962 
debate oHT the Kmg^Anderson gop- 
enmmff medicai package, "'77rcfse 
wha aitemp/ i( know they must 
mo^c graduahy, ^.v a setiei oj 
precedent-sctdng steps ." 

The forerunner to tlie Medicare pro¬ 
gram was I he Fx>rand Bill. The Commu¬ 
nist PaiLy of [Ilinoi^ disirlbuLed u bit^ 
chure entitled ^^'Ihe Forand bill Can lie 
Won NowT' This hrtichore, under the 
iubthle *'Tbe Forand Bill Is Tlie Mini¬ 
mum;' described (he Communist strategy 
uiL sueialiled inediciiie as Follows: 

77fr? viriae of the Forand £UU fs 
ihm d h a Fcdtra! nitket ihan a 
State-aid measttre and is bidh fnto 


ike Sifcin! Security system. With ail 
iVs prcseni dmiiations. ike Forand 
flifi open,^ the door toward eom- 
pivte hospitai^ mt'dicut and surgical 
servke^ fot the aged and idtL 
matety for ihe whaie popniatkoi kt 
can be ettaclcd al ottcc by this 
session of Chngress. 

Forand himself said almost the same 
thing about Medicare after J.F.K.'s White 
House Con Fere nee on thi: issue. we 
can only break lluou^ and get our fool 
inside the door" he declared, *7hen we 
call expand tlie progiain aflci tliaL'^ The 
Forand Bill did not pass, but it survived 
! to become J.F.K.'s Medicare prrigram. 

Hie whole collect ivisL iiiciuigeric 
united behind the passage of Medicare. In 
the April 106S issue of the (ifrieia] 
Conimunisl Party orgati, Foiilieai Affairs, 
the Comrades were formally directed lo 
fight for passiige uf Medicaic a^ *7lic inusL 
importsni singEe piece of Eegislation to¬ 
day Bui neither Llie Communists nor 
the Fabian Socialists who pushed for 
Med iearc and Medk aid oonKidered I hem 
anything but a step in the Left direction. 
Reptirter .St, John writes; 

Liberat advocates of govern- 
mcni-dietated medicine knew ihai 
passage in 1966 of Medkare and 
Medicaid, whiek the AM A feebly 
til tempted lo defeat ^ wan a step 
toward a Namnai iJeaitk Insurance 
pnigrarn. Such ftiwmakers alsf) 

^Wilfciur CiJutn tiEUi rurm.3Jly jITili^lvd 
ivUU Ult: i I'l'i I l-L'ifi rof Aid ti'i 

Chinn, cLled In ihv go^^rpimepPE's OiUar 7^? 
Juin'fPTTw Orttanizatloas a? "Communtsi ?on- 
trnIJed".; I ha Washing Eon CrCpnirnUEcK: far Dcnlti^ 
i;:r;iELC A4;liE]ii, E^iti^ii :iA niidi iTnitlilkU- 

niaE”! anJ, EIil- Washington Lk^nV^liLip Ass^icPti- 
thm, ciUrd a» "subvtfilvf and Communist.'" Ht: 
has refuwJ 10 repudkie Kis CotnEtiuntEE oi- 
and tha Frojil^ to which he 

tCongfcssETian John Roussi-lol Iclla me U iy hia 
upiiiioa ih^E li was the deiiih or Rauih^r whkh 
permitEcd Hu any la give siich damaging Ea^li- 
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knew Oic private medical system 
coiM tjot me^r fhe demand'^ Medi- 
L'ure and Medicaid created. 

No tiiiOEiiuty wus spared in lying about 
how little Medicare would cost. With a 
iiLriii)^iL faue ilmi iriust ha^e been the 
envy of i&ck Benny* President Johnson 
dEclared tin January 9 ^ I9d4: 

We mtisi provide hospital imur- 
anee for our {ddtr citizeos ftrtattccd 
by every worker and his employer 
tinder Sociai Securiiy, amfrihuting 
fto more than a dollar a monlfi 
daring the employee's working 
rareer ttt proleci him in his old age^ 
without cost to the lYeasary. 

A dollar a month, aiiit at no eost io 
the Treasuryl Who could refuse a deal 
like that? CongreaR passed Medicare in 
1965* providing benefits for everyone 
over sixlyTive regardless of need. 

Why didn't the Anierkaii Medkal 
Assoekrion slop it? Reliable sources tell 
me that President Johnson met in private 
seasitin with H.E.W. uSikf Wilbur Cohen 
and several top $iatfers of the American 
Medical Assticiation ahtirLly before the 
pas3>uge of Medicare. Tlie members of the 
A.M.A, staff told Mr Johnson (here were 
LwcnLy-oiic piirtkiilars In tlie Medicare Bill 
[0 which they objecied. The Prcfiidenl is 
repLirtcd to have Lunicd Lu Cohen and said, 
''Wilbur, I want you to meet with these 
men acid make them happy.” Twenty of 
the twenty-one objeciioitable Hems were 
deleted from the bill and A.M.A. oppoai- 
tion was reduced lo a whisper. The Kabkns 
were willing to make almost any conees^ 
sinn to get lhal 'Tool in tlie door/' 
knowing they could handle it front there 
After the bill was passed, the Depari- 
nienl of Hcalllt, Education and Welfare 
reinstated virtually all of ihe features to 
which the A.M.A. staff had uhjccLcd by 
tlie simple expedient of inserting them as 
Execuiive Orders in ihe federal Register, 
where jftLT thirty days they have tiie 


power of law. The doctors had been 
mouse-trapped. 

The rcccplion among the people who 
were supposed lo be unable to survive 
without Medicare was a cnrioiiR one. The 
government had to put on a huge aalc^ 
campaign, complete with urgings from 
Hollywood stars and sports pcrsoiiulitica, 
to get people to sign up for the program. 
The New York Times af January 23, 
1966, reported: 

77ic hederaf Government is cm 
gaged in one of the biggest '‘sales” 
campaigns since its great effort in 
!9S6 [date given incorrectly as 
I926j to Sign up an estimated 26 
miilhn eligibie workers under the 
newSodaiSeairily Act. . .. 

The [Social Security] agency 
has ntn a pemonaf-interview check 
on a iarge sample of those who have 
declined to find out their reason. 
Ihese faif into three main cate- 
gories: 

(IJ Many said they already Itave 
insurance, or have been so heahhy 
they don V need it 

(2} Many others said they 
couidn V afford the S3 premium, 
f3j A sfrailkr hut significant 
mmber said they opposed the 

whnie scheme on paliticai orsimihir 
grounds. 

Bui ihc Socialists in Washington held 
the ace of trump. Fresideni Johnson 
called in tiie heads of die major insuxance 
companies for a secrei: tneeling. l! is not 
known what promises or threats were 
made, but all the major carriers began to 
called thetr policies on ihmu uvur age 
sixty-five on the same day. It was hardly 
a coincidence. 

Wiiiie promoting Medicaid in Congress, 
"'experts” from the Department of 
Kcalth, Educiition and W^elfare had con- 
tended that Medicare would cost S2 
billion per year. They denounced conten^ 
LiOEi:^ uf doctors and in^unince acinar esr 
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ihat I he program would eost over 55 
hslHon pt^r year as fright-mnngpring hy 
greedy doclors and other vesled interest. 
Who was rigliiv In iy?u Medicare cost ihc 
Aincricaii laxpaycra stnne bitliiiii, 
and rhe combined Medicare Medic aid bill 
W3^ S ] 4 billion. As Senator John WllliamE 
has observed: 

Wit!i{?ut Q trufdifiailinn in the 
program ihe fomi eosjs o}' pan $ A 
afid H of mt'dicare dnriug i/ie ue.xi 
2J year^ wdf equal or exceed the 
preseni tiaiifmai dehi of iihoui 
$370 bdlkm. Vte laiesr repuri of 
the rrmteea of the hospital tmir- 
atice fund states that under presatl 
fimnemg that Jund wifi be broke 
hy 1976 . 

Whatever happened (o dollar a 

iiionlli with no diain 0 [i die Treasury? 
Tsk. tsk! 

Nt}w, of omrse, the DeparlmcEiL uf 
Health, liducalioii and Welfare is looking 
for a scapegoat on which to blame Its :^00 
pcrecnl *'‘crror." As you know, Llie due- 
tors who warned It would happen hiixt 
been nominalecL It has been widely de- 
eiaicd that sojnc doctors arc pro 11 leering 
from the program, but it has gone unre- 
ported lha[ the records of ihe Sf^cial 
SecLiricy AdministEaEion show thuE during 
fiscal I96y doctors received only eighteen 
cents of each ML'dicaid and Medicare 
dollfli. Tlic scapcgoaiers also claim that 
doctors charge what they please under 
Medicare and Mcdicaid„ and are culling 
tor cehlngs. The facE ii Thai ceilings were 
placed on doctors^ fees pEir Medicare and 
Medicaid in January of 1969! It has had 
htile effecE on ihe Ewernll cost. 

Much publicity has been given to one 
dExtor in Cohirado whtj is said tn have 
icccived S326,000 \n MedicUEe fees in 
1968. The sopegoaters didn't know, or 
neglected to menLi{}n^ ihut the $226^000 
actiiaJly weiu to 12.4 physicians at 
Co]{>ra£iEi (^enernl Hospitil. One doctor 
had signed the bill for the entire nodical 


siaffn a procedure authorised by the 
Medicare law. 

II has also been widely reported that ' 
2,5fX> dticinr^ earned S25.tJtX) or more 
fripnt Medicurc in I96&. Uxircpoited is ihe ; 
fact that this represents only three per 
cent of the dficinrs Ere:alnig Medicare ' 
paEicnis. Furthermore, uf those involved, f 
a majority speeiadie In the treuimcnt of 
the ehleriy who CEimprixe Ihe bidk E>f 
their praultse. 

[X>ubiless there has been fraud in 



the governmciLt trougli aiwuyzi attracLs 

the greedy, Uut the major reasons for tiic 
f:inE:i!;lic execs.'! of cosi {wer friigril prom¬ 
ises are the ineviEable over-utilii^ation and 
spiraling overhead causcEl hy the endless 
reams of paperwoik, forms, and legula- 
Eions common to all government projects. 

One of the first devices designed hy 
the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare In put the hisme on dochiirs for 
the skyioeketing c^sts of governmenl 
medicine is the establishment of "4'ecr 
Review BE>ardji.” These Boards would be 
comprised of local doctors acting as 
fLF. W. agents who would SEionpervi.>ifi 
oLlicr lueal doctors. At u recent conven¬ 
tion of the Amerlcaii Medical As$oeia^ 
(ion, Tom Tierney of H.F..W, told the 
usscmbled doctois Ehal he was glad phy¬ 
sicians are accepting the idea of "'contror 
and that '^uonLrol was uo longer a dirty 
word.” He said there is going to be 
control of ihe medical profes-mn, but 
ihaL he hoped doctors would eonlrol 
themselves tlirough Peer Review Boards 
rather ihsn be controlled by ‘'others." 

Tills Is quite y mousetrap, A hill to 
establish Peer Review Boards is now 
before ihc 5icriaLc. Under thbi IcgishLlioil^ 
If 11,1-,W. does rtoi believe that the Peer 
doctors arc doing 3 goE^I job of playing 
Big Brother^ and keeping down the rising 
costs of Med tea re and Medicaid, then ihe 
federal govcrnmeiu cm send In its own 
men (o supervise hical docior.s. The A.M,A. 
favors a simikir. lhoiig]i sllglitty walered- 
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‘ down, vcrsii'vn. As usual in nicdicu] paiilks. 
I doctors Hnd themsctves Tdced with a 
ulioicu huLwmi false ultcniutivcsi. A 
Ibmier member ol the ArM.A, stalf 
rmily/'ed tlw sitvs;Uion for me (his way: 

If f/ie mcdk&! pr^^fossioii aca^pn 
//if >3, pkn ii ^.^suffics flif' 

pijbifc respomihiiky of hofdms 
ilifwf! ciKts fur nnUmitud dfOtand. 
Miai the pr(?fessian fmfs to accotn 
pfisft TiUi twpox^thk lask^ as it 
would, mid a^ts eouthme to me 
due !o arfffldei deuuiudr pobfk 
cfnidcmnalmn wauM pave the tvay 
(lukkiy for the fimt victory of the 
ctffnpidatfi^^ riatioitahz cm. 

The A,M.A. is believed by the public, 
and by most doctors, to be a flerL-e 
opponent nf s^idalized medicine. Until 
fL-ucLilty tills was Ime. The A.M.A* had 
long been a beta ttoirc of all ''Liberals/' 
hill tines have changed. And so, tin for¬ 
tunately, has the A.M.A. 

ITie niedical profession is, basically, 
divided ideologically Lefi and Riglii be¬ 
tween diKitors- in private practise whu 
charge a fee for services rendered and 
salaried doctors who more often Ihan noi 
work cither directly oi indirectly for the 
government or the unions. Less than a 
decade ago salaried doctor^j made up onty 
thirty percent of the popubiion of the 
U.S. physicians. Today ihey make up 
nearly forty-five percent of onr doctors. 

Phystdans in private practise think the 
A.M.A. is their organisation. In 1962 
those ill private piacEise made up nincly 
percent of ilie A^MA/s menibership. But 
(oday Ihc increase in doctors hehnEden in 
the government has greatly alfecied the 
composition of its membership - m whal 
degree the A.M.A. will not suy. Tlial the 
salaried government doctors arc very 
active is beyond qucsitioii. Represented 
on the pernianeni sialf. or as delegates to 
A.M,A. cnnvcniions, arc H.E.W. em- 
pJoyees^ Public Health Service doctots. 
Velerans Adniinisrration physicians, union 


doctors, medieui Faculty and rc:vcarchers, 
plus representatives of Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield (who as fiscal agents for the 
! govemrnont In Its medic a f programs have 
• been rabid promoters of governnijcnt 
I mcdiciiEe). Tlicse pcopEe arc almost 
always loyal to th^e■ir source of ineoEnc - 
whEch stands to eTtpond as the govern- 
ment gets evci more into incdieiuc. 

Mear^while, the typical physician in 
private practise is almost totally ti no ware 
I of the serious changes which A.M,A. lias 
, undergone. He si ill hdieves that the 
American Medical Association h a bastion 
of Conservati^EEn and the zealou!^ giuirdian 
of private medicincr 

I litit the story of Ihc change In the 
.A,M,A,, which as short a tiiEic ago a.\ 
1962 Eugunii^ed ihe defeat of TF.K.'s 
Medicare program, is the story ejF a 
change in ihe oricntallon o1 the A.M,A/s 
permanent staff. The policy-Enaking body 
of I he Arnerican Medical Assixnaiion i^^ its 
222-Tncmber Heuikc of l^lcgatcs, most 
elected by slalc societies, which meets 
iwice a year to vole on A.M.A, policies 
and programs. B^lwa^en meelings, the 
A.M.A. is governed by a board of Irustcea 
which in Turn appolni^an Executive Vice 
Fresi[lcnl who is the day-lEvday bo^ of 
the 700-man shiff in Chicago. HVliile ui 
ihcE^ry il appears lhal there is strong local 
coiitrul over the natii}iial A.M.A.. in 
practice the staff does prciiy much what 
it wan t.^ [o do. This was a source ofgrcal 
complaiElt fui ^'Lilxrals'^ in the days of 
yore, btit today It is ihe Conseivativcs 
whE? are cr^mplaining. 

Tlie real powci at the A.M.A. now 
resides in the hands of Lxecutive Vice 
President Ernest Howard. Dr, Hiiward is a 
graduate ot Ihc !>chool of Public Health at 
HaEVard. Following his graduatioi]^ hr: 
assisted in seiting tip socinlized medicine 
Iei Peru while working fEvr ihe Public 
Health Service. Vihen he applied foi a 
slaff position :0 ihe A.M.A. following 
World War IL several Euejubers of ibe 
bEiard of tnisiees were planning dEiringhis 
pre Elm inary appearance before the hoard 
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til grill him ctyK4:]y un h.h ^LttiLudi:^ ^buul 
socialized medicine. But Howard upsxaged 
potenli^l opponeni!! by ^innoiLncing at the 
uIinscL tliuL he did iioE w^nL to get the job 
under fals« pretenses, explaining that his 
real Eiame was not Howard Iml Cuheii. 
^^lat that could possibly hove to do with 
any thing i^i unclear. Bul^ impre;uu:d by the 
young inyn's apparent openness, the 
trustees did not question him about his 
South Aiiicriean activities and approved 
him as an addition to Ihe stalT. 

Howaid^s stormy personal life has ac 
times been an embarrassment to the 
A.M.A., but it is his manipuluting behind 
the scenes that makes him a threai to medi¬ 
cal freedom. While taking jsirong public 
stuiid:f against socialized i[iedlcine over the 
years, litnest Howard has worked coverlly 
to ti>rpedo effective t»ppE]>sition tu a gov^ 
erumciu takeover. Former A,M.A- staf¬ 
fers arid doctors who have worked closely 
with Howard tell me they consider him 
cunning, ruthEess, and brilliant. 

It wtHS Dr. Howard whi} ran tiic palace 
uuup ii^ which former Executive Vice 
President FJ.L. Ulasing^me, a staunch 
foe of collecEivii^ed medicine^ wa;i ousted 
in Septeinbei 1968, with four years to 
run on his second fiveyear contracL 
H^jward then maneuvered his own ap- 
pointmeni as Dr, Blasiiigame's successor. 

Since his rise to power by coup, after a 
long career of patient giadualLsm,* Ernest 
Howard has $Eaged a systematic purge of 
those mernbers of the staff who were 
solidly opposed to collaborating with the 
government in arranging a sellcmt of ifie 
private physician to socialised medicine. 
These ex-A.M.A. employees hcliEvc Ehc 


-As Far back as July 7, Time magaKSilfi 

flOied: "Ensi^34-‘P9 nomipmU^i;) Hijwaril an the 
sln|le moft powerful IndwidLivil. 'ITiriii£li lach- 
ntcalJy aisisism to Umg Ulasin^ame li^ tUiuii- 
rtJtci policy making, irhalrs (he "Leicisranve T^l^l^ 
Vvrvv' llii.it kiiaps. a hawkeyed Wat^h sn fcacral 
Ic|ll1atiun. and swoupst in tn fisthE billE ihaE run 
counter to A.M,A,> principles. Uu^ litad- 
ituAftar&^ parmahertt ilaff Incvnably wields 
grcBl pcjwer. t4o one-year Preside!^ t,, . can 
UUIodKc it."' 


Association hierarchy has already come 
til terms wilh the K.E.W. planners. A 
former department director at A.M,A. has 
prepared *'A Report To The Medical 
PrE^fession^' tm whal is happening. He ob¬ 
serves wliat lie cites ''speculation that \i 
sCr{}ng sntagimism lowsrd governmem 
intervention in medicine is detrimental to 
an empk^yee^s chances at the A.M.A.” 
The “ Repot t" reveals: 

,,, Few physiciam ere 

Ifiai mi iei&ihigii'at m/nflief has splif 
rhe Board of Tmsiecs bei^veen 
those who would colkbomre with 
^opemmcnl mid ihosc who woutil 
stroif^y resist govenwmu inreiye^}- 
lion in mediciiiL\ ihat morafe 
among ihe headifumurs staff has 
sunk to a tni0caBy low level in ihe 
past few months, mid that these 
conditions are sapping the strength 
and viiaiity of the AM A and under- 
minmg Us abiiUy to represent effee- 
ti}?ely the scientific amf economic 
IntereTifs of the mL-dical profe.man. 

As the "Report To The Med teal Profes¬ 
sion'^’ indicuLes, the A.M.A. Iius been re¬ 
treating ever Since die “hawkeyed’^ FrEiest 
Howard '1osf' the Medicare battle: 

7?ie American Medical Associa¬ 
tion "s abrupt Medicare defeat after 
many victofivs in the long and 
exhmtsTfng war against it left the 
B^mrd of Trustees in a state of 
confusion from which it has never 
compiefeiy emerged. Since then, 
the AMA has been drifting, tmMe 
to mount effective programs in any 
area, it has become increasingly 
vulnerable to pressures of the gotr- 
ernment interventkmists and the 
schemes of labor bosses and others 
who seek to manipulate the AMA 
for their own invidious ends. 

Those close to the situation know that 
this "dfifiing'" is no accident. While ex- 
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pressing regrel and dismay every ?itep of 
Lhc way, the A,M.A. staff is now working 
for more and more collaboration with 
those who would nationalize medicnl 
care. As the "Report*' comments: 

77irm‘ is disquieting eyidenct: 
ihtit the coii<ttt>ntthni$! forces 

girmf sirfinger^ (he resistance fnrees 
weaker. j4 conserpadve member of 
the iioard | Dr. Edward Annis] told 
friends and supportiTS when he was 
a candidate for etechon that he ivtrjf 
aiarmed ui (he AMA's drift toward 
tippestemcKi and that (f elected he 
wiitdd rceersv that drift. Recently^ 

he had told friends he has grown 

wflfifry fff fighting a insing haitle 

agahisf the appeasers within the 

AMA^ A.^ the eniiabnraiifmist phi¬ 
losophy grows stronger, AAfA ^s wili 
to resist goyerfnnent imeryendon in 

medicine wiii grow weaker. 

The A.M.A. now advises doctors to 
figlil socialism by irnitating it. The Depart- 
menl of Health, Education and Welfare 
makes demands in excess of wha( il realty 
expects^ and the A.M.A. staffers then pro¬ 
duce the face-saving synthesis which is 
wh.it H.B.W. wanted all along. Lip service 
is still paid to the eoiieepts of Free Enter¬ 
prise, but then doctors are told^ “We had 
better make the best deal we can or the 
government will really make things tougJi 
for us,*' It is like the condemned man 
being careful not to insult his executioner 
lesl he make him angry. 

One of the key baflles within the 
A.M.A. WHS i^vcr whether healtli care is or 
is not i\ 'Vighl.” Dr Milford Rouse, then 
president uf tfie Assoeiatbn, told the 
1967 convention: "We are faced with the 
cuiicepl uf heultk care as a riglit^ rather 
than a privilege.” Dr. Rouse continued: 

// Amencan freedom shoidd be^ 
come weakened or non-existen t, 
there woidd be no need to concern 
onrsehes with the progress of medf 


cine. The xtrengih of every facet of 
American iife is dependent on the 
strength of others. No one part Of 
ottr nution can succeed if the others 
are fatting. tVe caK therefore, cote 
cenirate our attention on the single 
obligation to protect the American 
way of life. Jhat of iife can be 

described in a single word' capital 
ism. 

Tills statement brought on o fantastic 
propaganda harrige from "Liberals” 
everywhere. Tlie LiberaT* Oiicagrf ^Hy 
News liid down a typical response: 

it is unfortunate that the AM A, 
by Lleciing Dr. Rouse, has taken 
another Step ixiekwards^ reaffirfrdng 
Us conservative and obstmetfonfst 
pidicy when /icw ideas are urgently 
needed to gt^arantee the deity cry of 
high quality medicai care io aii 
Americans it is time for those whose 
cunseience is horrified Av such AM A 
poiicies in the field of social medi¬ 
cine to reaffim; that health care is a 
right which ought to be ^taranteed 
to aii h,V our St/ciety, and iXuiapriA- 
iege . . ,. 

The A.M.A. immediately became tiie 
target of New l^U revoluiionaMes who 
invaded the next convention deiioijiieing 
il as a meeting of the American Murder 
Assuciatiuii. Under pres.sure fruTn avowed 
radicals, the A.M.A. collapsed on the 
isme Its Planning Committee declared: 
"Tlie Lhesi:^ that every human being has a 
tight to all needed health serviees is 
disarmingly .‘dimple and is now generally 
aecepted," Since Dr. Rouse's ter[n ex- 
piTEd. succeeding A.M.A. presidents have 
declared that iiiedieal care is a rigjhi. 

The point of all this Hap over ideology is 
very piaetieal indeed, If health care is a 
birihrighL then socialized medicine is in¬ 
evitable — it is, afler all. The job of the gov¬ 
ernment to guarantee riglits. Wlut this 
mc^n^i K Ibal every newborn child has an 
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aulomDEid llteUnie heallh cbira un Llie i 
fruils i:}f every tjther American’s kibor. li | 
also means lliat in^Lead uf vuluitLarily ex¬ 
changing goods and services in ihe Ameri- 
cLin Uadilioii^ d[)et{>rx may be enslaved To 
serve Ihis healih riglu of chlzcns at The 
point of a government gjnii. 

As SOOEI as lliL' A.M.A. adopted the idea 
lhai mcdica] care h a right and noi a pi ivl- 
Icgc, the Communists land oihcr mdici^ls | 
who had disrupted its rocirriL conveiiEions I 
stopped their demonxErstjans, I attif!tided . 
the Boslon convention in DceCEiiher of . 
]47(i and tonnd it very quiet indeed. The 
Maixists knew they hud won. ' 

1 he A,M.A, is now comtsiitted to Na¬ 
tion al Health Insurance, although U ckiims 
to prel'er ils own socialized niediciiie prij- 
grani called ""Medicreditjust as tt came 
out with the plumy Eldcrcare u[ternalive 
before Medicare was passed, k was Dr. 
Gcjald Dorniuiuu recent A.M.A. prcisident. 
wlio gave away tlie strategy as follows: 

/ am fw ag&msf hmitig unhcrsal 
roverage of health but / don > 
think are ready fnr ii at tim 
poftn.^^.f am wf agamu this 
rtiva of ayrrrmg wy atf art^ 
working for it, but giye un a little 
time to catch up. 

Tn essence, the A,M.A. is asking tlic 
doctor if he v^rnLl[d niher be hung in Ihe 
morning oi in ilie uftcniouii. with u green 
rope or a red one. Americati doctors liave 
only I wo ehiiiecfi if they don't wnnt to be 
literally enslaved. They can icah/e thuL 
they have been sold oul by the organiza¬ 
tion they tliouglit would protect their 
rights, and go to work to figjii boih llie 
Kennedy and llic Nbtoij plans for sue ml- 
ized medicine. Or, ii' iliey are unsticcesslui 1 
in }itoppiiig its pjKKsgc, Ihcy can refiifW! to 
partiuipale. The fourteeiuh uincndmeiu to 
Ihe Constitution prohibits iiivoluntaiy 
seivitudc. PolitiuiuEis eaii pass laws, hut 
ihey canT take out an appendix. 


When Medicare was passed, many doc¬ 
tors urged A.M.A. to come out ftjr ^ 
non-participation proposal under 

which doctors would cuntmue to practise 
and perlbrm medical services for all who I 
sought them, but wotitd refuse to have I 
anything to do with the guvcrnmeiit | 
program. The A,M.A, hierarchy killed the • 
schcTTie. Wilh I ha Americuri Medical A.s- 
sociution on record as being opposed to 
non-parlicipaiion, agreeing that medical 
care is it tigjiu end favoring Nalional 
Health Insurance, the doctor's fate may 
well have been sealed by what lie thinks ts 

his own drganizaiiOii. 

Rut it is nnt only doctors wlin have n 
big stake in the re turn of Ijecdoiii to 
medicine. The results of socialized medi¬ 
cine tn the rest of the wtirld iitdicaLe 
conclusively that, under teBimemaiion, 
medical care deteriorates. And, as the 
care gets worse the costs skyrocket. 
America’s econojiiy is already over¬ 
burdened with taxes, and NatEonal Health 
Insurance migjit well prove the straw that 
broke ihc cameJ's back - after all, Teddy 
Kennedy$70 billiuti socialized iiicdical 
package is quite a straw. You may be 
certain lhat Mr. Nixoifs ‘^ccuiioniy" pro¬ 
posal will be more from the same bale. | 

My tiwn view is lhat iIiek ihingcan still 
be slopped. Tire so-called 'lieiiUh crisis 
facing Amcrtca'' is almost wholly the 
crcalioEi of about fifty men in the mass 
media who have turned on the propa¬ 
ganda machine al the behest uf lufiidm 
pushing Atnerica ever Leftward. Both 
doctors and their patients miisi wi>rtc lo 
expose thin fraud or thclicaltli orgciteia- 
tions of Americans will suffer as a result. 
Suciatized Tnediciiic is on Ihc way, doc¬ 
tor. liiLher you help to shoot down the 
trial balloon or wc will all fiavc to face 
tlie consequences. VVliat is absolutely cer 
tain lilts time is that you cannot depend 
on the big guns at the A.M.A. Lu shoot it 
down for you. Tlieir siglits. appamntly, 
are aimed a I the nape of your neck. ■ ■ 
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